THE COLORS OF SPRI NG

Each season has its own color, and the colors of spring are especially
beautiful. Let’s see if we can decide what the colors of spring are.

Di scussi on:

1. Various and assorted picture books and teacher readi ng/di scussion of those
books’ illustrations). **Start with “Do You Hear the Wnd Sing......... ”
“W I dfl owers, Wiere are You?”
2. \Wat colors do you think are spring colors? Try to renmenber what you see
growi ng in your gardens at home, our walks in the herb garden, in the woods
behi nd the school

G aph what col ors children say they renenber seeing
3. Who thinks they mght be wearing a springy color?
4. \What color do we see nost of in spring?

Coal s: To continue fostering an awareness of the specific attributes of each
season

oj ectives: (1) children will learn that spring has its unique color pallet (2)
observation skills (3) witing skills (4) math and graphing skill reinforcenment
(5) sensory awareness (6) children will learn common w | dfl ower nanmes and

col ors

Activities:
MATERI ALS NEEDED

a d nagazi nes
Sci ssors
Smal | car dboard box

I nsi de Procedure:

1. Have children spend time cutting out all shades of colors from magazi nes (
about 6-8 is a good nunber.

2. each child then puts his choices of colors in a small envel ope with name on
it.

QUTSI DE PROCEDURE: - The Gane

1. Each child takes a <color out of his envelop and tries to match it up
perfectly with a color we see grow ng.

2. When he matches the color he brings it over and places it in the “Col ors of
Spring Box”

3. G ve each child photocopies “colors of spring paper) for himto record his
observations of where that color cane from etc. (pull fromPrint Shop Di sk to
run of f)

I NSI DE AGAI N- - WHOLE GROUP

1. Large floor graph or wall chart.

2. Pull colors out of Color of Spring Box and chart the colors we have found.

3. Discuss variance in shades of color--1lavender, purple--periw nkle, pink, neon
pi nk, etc.

4. See what colors are predom nate



5. Do we think we will see those sane colors in winter? In sunmer? In fall?
VWhat colors do we see nost of in winter? Fall? Sunmmer--can you think of sumrer
col ors?

Bl G BOCK

1. Divide into small groups
2. Each group will have their recording sheets on “The Col ors of Spring”
3. Each group will make their own Goup Big Book with their sheets and further

illustrate drawing their favorite wildflower and it’s comobn nane. Aut hor
[Ilustrator:

Ext ensi on:

VWhat wildfl ower has the silliest name?

The prettiest nane?
VWich is our favorite wildflower? Wy?
VWhat do the colors of spring nake us feel like, think of?

| NSECTS AND COLOR- - Qut door activity--pull fromdisk on activities and add)

Di scussion: Insects go to flowers |ooking for nectar. The colors of the
flowers attract different insects --(flowers sing to the insets with their
col ors).

Mat eri al s Needed

Col ored Construction Paper in various colors cut to 12 x 12 inches
Chart paper

PROCEDURE

On sunny day -- (try torun this in with flower color day -- time permtting) --
maybe have afteroon snack outside weather permtting-- while we observe for a
tinme

Lay col ored squares of construction paper on grassy area or in herb garden area
oserve which insects visit the different col ored squares
Chart which color attracted the nost insects.

MAKE A FLONER
5-day requirement--norning craft/science - rotate 4 kids a day till done.

Mat eri al s Needed:

G een construction paper

Various “Color of Spring” colors of construction paper

Tagboard tracers in shape of flower parts (petal, sepals, stanen, pistil, |eaf)
Sci ssors

Tape

Fl exi bl e Straw

Hol e puncher



Goal : How does a fl ower work?

oj ectives: (1)children will understand that a flower has different parts,
what those parts are and a begi nning basic understanding of the purpose of
those parts (2) vocabul ary devel opnent (3) fine motor skills (4) listening
(5) follow ng directions

METHCOD:
(5 petals, five sepals, one pistil, six stanmens, and two | eaves)

How does a flower work do you suppose? Let’s find out. You know, it takes a
little while for a flower to grow, and we are going to “grow one”--but this tine
wi th paper so we can take it apart and see what its parts are and what they do
for the flower.

Pl ace teacher-nmade nodel of flower on bulletin board and | abel each part with
t he correspondi ng nunber the child has to trace and cut out.

1. Each child will select fromthe va rious colors his own preference for a
spring flower color.

2. Each child traces the appropriate nunber of parts in the col or needed.

3. Poke the straw, which will be the flower’s stem through the nmiddle of the
sepal -- renmenber to rem nd they have to use the hole puncher to punch the
whol e in the sepal s!

4. Push the narrow end of the petals into the end of the straw (my need

t eacher/ ai de assi stance).

5. Push the pistil into the straw in the sane way.

6. Arrange the stamens in a circle around the pistil by pushing theminto the
straw, too.

7. Tape leaves to the |ower part of the flower.

W will now have at the end of the week a | arge assortnment -- 20--of The Col or
of Spring. And pl ace in w cker basket outside our door

ENRI CHVENT/ REI NFORCEMENT

1. Pistil--the female or girl part of the flower. Wen pollen (bees) brushes
onto the top, pollination happens..... The Sunflower--(read it before hand)
2. Sepals - the protection for the flower when it is still a bud (sort of an

arnor) Lots of things in na ture have arnor.

3. Stanmen - anthers that nake pollen. Pollen sticks to insects that conme visit
and then the insects carry it to other foll ows

4. Petals--the really pretty part of the flower--the part that sings of spring
and calls to insects to tell them“Hey, | have sone good nectar inside”

5. Stem- a strong stem-just |like our strong legs--to hold the flower up.

Further extension is class can handl e---

Col ors--white daisies attract |lots of insects

Purpl e foxgl oves (w tches thinbles)--sing to bunbl ebees

Yell ow fl owers |ike buttercups sing to a lot of small and tiny insects.
VWhat do you suppose woul d happen if you wore yellow on a sunny spring day?






