PCLI CY FOR PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT

It is part of the general ethos of the school that Parents are Partners in
education, and this is recognised in the General Policy Statenent in which the
ai ms and objectives of the school are set out. It is explicitly stated that the
school seeks to provide hel pful comunication with parents about how their child
is doing; and .... about the achievenents of the school and it is inplicit in
the statenment of the inportance of having regard to the experiences the children
wi | | have had before entering the school, and those anticipated after they

| eave. XX School seeks to fulfil this in several ways as set out bel ow

Parent Teacher Associ ation

XX School has an active P.T. A which neets on a regular basis, during the first
Monday eveni ng the school open of each nonth (except August). Al parents and
teachers of the school are automatically menbers, and new parents are al ways
made very wel cone especially by the officers. Primarily, the parents neet to

di scuss ways of raising much needed funds for the benefit of all the pupils, and
al so to organi se various soci al events such as discos, ceilidhs, fashion
shows, fun-runs and social evenings which are enjoyed by many menbers of the
conmuni ty.

Communi cation and I nformation

In order to maintain effective comunication with parents, to ensure the needs
of children are met and that parents understand what the school is trying to
achieve, the parents regularly receive a school newsletter. In addition, there
is also a regular school newspaper.

Par ent al Support

The teaching staff of the school aimto encourage parents to play an active part
intheir child s education. W try to adopt a positive, friendly attitude to
parents, welcomng theminto school to assist with reading and early literacy
skills.

Use of Staffroom If there is only one, two or three parents in school, then
they are wel cone to cone into the staffroomat break tines. However, if there is
a larger nunber of parents then they will be welconme to have a hot drink in the
resources room This is sinply because of the constraints of space.

Maki ng Contact: Parents who are able to help with readi ng and ot her aspects of
their child s education are welcone to contact the Head Teacher and the
appropriate class teacher.

Duri ng open eveni ngs, some parents actually volunteer to cone into school to
hel p the class teacher. Ohers may be invited into school when the parents and
teachers neet at the P.T.A neetings. Al parents will be given a pro-forma to
fill inwith helpful details, and giving perm ssion for a police check, as the
law requires us to check that any adults working with children do not have
crimnal records.

Teachers new to the school should know how to get parental support either by
contacting the head teacher, or the teacher responsible for parental |iaison
(who will have the forns sent in by parents and will be able to give gui dance
on whi ch parents would be avail able), or by reference to this docunent.

Parents who show synpat hy, understandi ng and respect for the pupils, and who

wi || persuade all our pupils to feel good about thenselves as |earners, and who
care about doing their best for the children, will be valued as helpers in the
cl assroom

Confidentiality: Parents nust be told by the class teacher that any witten
comments by the teacher, or discussion with the teacher about the reading
progress of individual children is strictly confidential



Rol es of teacher & parent: Reading and sharing books with an adult is amazingly
encour agi ng for begi nner readers. The personal attention and the practice with
print are invaluable. However, this is not to be confused w th professiona
teaching. Parents and teachers are equal but different partners in literacy.
Teachers know about the nmany facets of reading, literature and literacy. They
know about broad patterns in child devel opnent and have experience of teaching
many, many, children. Parents know about their unique child. Parents, teachers,
children and print are an unbeatabl e conbi nati on

XX School

PARENT SUPPORT

Nane of child. . ... ... e

Do you have any particul ar experience of working with children other than your
own whi ch could be useful in school?

If there are particular tines of the week when you are avail abl e, please
i ndi cate bel ow.

The | aw now requires that those who have access to children conplete a formfor
a check on any crimnal convictions. Are you willing to conplete the forn?
YES/ NO
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