MARKI NG PCLI CY

Al'l current nmenbers of staff have the experience and expertise to recogni se an
accept abl e standard of work based on the ability of the children in their class.
We nust ensure that expectations and that the quality, quantity and presentation
of work neets these expectations, which should be matched to the individua
child, and realistic in terns of that child' s abilities.

Wy mar k?

to find out what children can do;

to see if children have understood work;

to ascertain standards;
By mar ki ng, teachers denonstrate to the children that their efforts are val ued -
this gives additional purpose to their work. If work is left unmarked, the
child will not know whether the work is good, bad or indifferent and nay | ose
i nterest or not produce work of such quality in future. Parents nmay al so assune
t hat unmar ked work has not been | ooked at.

VWhen to Mark?

at least at the conpletion of a piece of work;

ideally, as the work is in progress.
It is not good practice always for teachers to sit at the desk marking piles of
books much better, if not actually teaching, to nove around the room marki ng and
commenting whilst the children are still busy. |In this way, the tine the
children spend on task is maxi m sed, and the need for queuing at the desk is
mnimsed. Wth thoughtful planning, all children should have sonething else to
do without having to demand the teacher's attention then and there. No child
shoul d ever have "nothing to do". |If the children are working in groups, the
teacher should aimfor a position that enabl es supervision of the rest of the
class while attending to one group

How t o Mark

There are tinmes when a piece of work is such that a tick to show that it has
been seen is sufficient. Usually however, each piece of work should be

t houghtful ly assessed, discussed with the child if present, and appropriate
encour agi ng coments witten to reinforce what has been said to the child.

Qovi ously, scathing or "facetious" comments should not be witten.

Teachers shoul d know what they are marking for - accuracy, neatness, creativity,
a specific grammatical point, etc. |If the teacher has been encouragi ng the use
of descriptive | anguage, then those words and phrases thought to have been well
used coul d be highlighted, perhaps with a tick and a comment at the end of the
wor K.

Spel I i ngs and how when to mark them can create difficulties. As a general rule,
teachers should underline the incorrect spelling and wite the correct version

so the child can see it. In work where there are nmany incorrect spellings,
careful professional judgenment is required in determ ning how many to correct so
as not to denotivate the child. 1t is counterproductive to obliterate a piece

of work with red pen

Some m stakes may require witten correction or relearning, but this should not
be a long repetitive process, and the need for correction should be bal anced by
positive statenents about the child efforts wherever possible.

Drafting of work in jotters etc. is useful and to be encouraged. Children may
realise their own m stakes when reading over their work either to thenselves, to
the teacher or to other children, and in the final draft the child may produce
wor k of a much inproved standard. Encouraging children to read al oud a pi ece of
wor k can be beneficial to other children in the group who may hear good phrases



and sentence construction that they may choose to adopt. Discussion by children
of each other's work on a topic can be a val uabl e exercise in assisting | anguage
devel opnent, as well as increasing |learning of the particular curriculum area.
The danger with drafting is that it becones such a chore that children no | onger
wish to wite. The use of a word processor can help this, but that too can
beconme painstakingly slowif children lack the required keyboarding skills. The
school possesses conputer prograns to develop these skills, as well as a variety
of word processing software. Children's ability in this area will increase as

t he school acquires further conputers.

Fromtine to tine especially with older children in Mathematics where there is
an answer book, children may be allowed to mark their own work. Trust and self-
esteem are thereby enhanced, building on the good relationships that exist in
the school comunity. Undoubtedly sone children will attenpt to "cheat”, but if
the child is aware that the teacher will see the work, this is less likely.

Peer group pressure would al so be applied to those caught out. Teachers should
see work that has been sel f-marked.

Some work will be verbally assessed, e. g. Art, Misic, etc. Teachers should
ensure that coments are constructive, ained at helping the child attain a

hi gher | evel and enphasising the good work al ready bei ng achi eved. Negative
comments should be kept to the m ninmum and not of a destructive nature.

Marking is ainmed at what is right as much as what is wong. Children, like al
of us, respond better to praise for their achievenents rather than criticism of
t heir shortcom ngs.



