Responding to miscues:

A miscue implies that the reader has used some of the available information, but on this occasion has given too much attention to one of the cueing systems – a set of clues, or hints about the way in which language works. The reader is using some of his or her understanding of language so that miscue is not made in ignorance, or through carelessness.

Categories of miscues:

The correct version should read – “Mother is getting the tea for the children.”

Child Reads…
Type of miscue:
Explanation:

Mummy is getting the tea for the children.
Substitution
Common in younger children. This is when the reader provides a word which is not in the text as a replacement.

Mummy is getting the tea ready for the children.
Insertion
In this case the reader puts in an extra word which is not in the text.

Mother is getting tea for the children.
Omission
Here the reader misses a word out of the text

Mum… Mother is getting the tea for the children.
Self-correction
This is when the reader corrects a miscue without any help. A child may need time to do this and it is worth waiting for.

Mother, mother is getting the tea for the children.
Repetition
The reader may repeat part of the text.

Mother is getting the tea for the….   children.
Hesitation
The reader may pause before reading a word.

Mother is g- g e- g e t- getting the tea for the children.
Sounding out
The reader tries to work out the word from knowledge of the sounds.

As a general rule if a child makes a miscue which does not affect the sense or meaning of the text then the child should be allowed to carry on reading.

Any intervention should be minimal disturbance to the reader and encourage the reader towards problem-solving strategies.

In any section of text of approximately 50 words, where the reader is making more than 7 or 8 miscues that either lose the sense or meaning of the text there may be problem with the text being too difficult to maintain understanding. These problems need recording.

